Detailed Report of One-Day National Symposium on Indian Knowledge System and NEP 2020

Government Degree College Chail-Koti, in collaboration with GDC Theog and GDC Sunni,
organized a one-day national symposium on Navigating Knowledge: A Critical Perspective on
Indian Knowledge System and Integration in NEP 2020 on 16 May 2025 at GDC Chail-Koti. The
event witnessed the participation from nearly 80 scholars, researchers, and teachers from various
parts of Himachal Pradesh. The symposium commenced with the ceremonial lightening of the lamp,
garlanding of the statue of goddess Sarswati, and enchanting of Sarswati Vandana. Following this,
Dr Deepshikha Bhardwaj, the principle of GDC Chail-Koti, formally welcomed the invited speakers
and guests and felicitated them by presenting famous Himchali scarves, topi, and bouquet. In her
welcome address, Dr Deepshikha introduced the participants to the theme of the symposium and
highliged its objectives, relevance, and significance in the context of the National Education Policy

(NEP) 2020. She further added that it is vital for the teachers and educators to understand the



nuances of Indian Knowledge System before the formal adoption of NEP in the colleges of
Himachal Pradesh. She expressed the hope that this national symposium will play a significantly

constructive role in familiarize the participants with the Indian knowledge system.

The key-note address was delivered by Dr OP Sharma, a fellow at Indian Institute of
Advanced Study, Shimla. In his discourse, Dr OP Sharma defined Indian knowledge system and
emphasized its value. He underlined that the classical Indian texts such as Vedas, Upanishads, epics,
particularly Ramayana and Mahabharata, are rich sources of knowledge and should be incorporated
into the undergraduate syllabi of the colleges in Himachal Pradesh. He further illustrated that the
knowledge and theories discussed in classical Indian texts are relevant to the contemporary world as
they provide us solution to the problems such as environmental pollution, mental health and stress

management. Besides, they provide the theories significant to modern art, literate, history,



mathematics, geography, and both astronomy and astrology. In his speech, he stressed the

importance of cultural pride and the need to preserve and promote India’s cultural heritage.

After the opening address, the pre-lunch plenary session started. This session was chaired by Dr
Vinay Mohan Sharma, Associate Professor of English at GDC Theog and Prof. Vishal Rangta of
GDC Sanjouli was rapporteur. In this session, the invited speaker Prof. BK Shivram of Himachal
Pradesh University Shimla, provided a comprehensive outline of the NEP 2020 and explained the
reasons why it needs to be implemented. He offered key insights into the implementation of NEP
2020 and discussed university’s preparation for this. He spoke about the curriculum design and
credit system for undergraduate classes. Similar to previous speakers, he underscored the imperative
of revitalizing the Indian knowledge tradition and integrating it into the contemporary educational
framework, with due consideration to both local and global paradigms. Elaborating on the strengths

of the NEP, he added that the policy is acclaimed for fostering the holistic development of the



learners and equipping them with adaptive skills essential to survive in increasingly globalized

world.The session was concluded after an open discussion.

In post-lunch plenary session, the invited speaker, Prof. Raj Kumar of Himachal Pradesh University,
Shimla, delved into the multifaceted dimensions of Indian knowledge system and highlighted its
intellectual richness and enduring relevance. He illuminated the diverse schools of Indian
philosophical thought and strongly advocated for their systematic integration into the evolving
curriculum under NEP 2020.He underscored the imperative to revisit indigenous epistemologies. He
argued that their inclusion will not only preserve cultural heritage but also offer critical perspectives
for addressing contemporary global challenges. Prof. Kumar further emphasized the potential of
Indian knowledge tradition to contribute meaningfully to global academic discourse and urged
educational institutions, such as schools, colleges and universities, to promote on international

platform.



Following Prof. Kumar, Dr Ram Lal Sharma explored the various dimensions of the NEP 2020 and talked about
the challenges that the Government colleges of Himachal Pradesh may face while implementing this policy. He
highliged the strengths of classical education system and stressed the need for the decolonization of the minds to
re-assimilate this system. He emphasized the need for multidisciplinary and interdisciplinary research system to
enable students to get employment. Dr Neeraj Sharma was the chairman and Dr Satyanarayan Senhi was the

rapporteur of this session.

Finally, in his valedictory speech,Dr Bhupinder Sing Thakur, Principal GDC Theog, summarized the proceedings

of symposium and tanked the participants. Dr Anjali Chauhan, Principal GDC Sunni delivered the vote of thanks.
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